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Purpose of this guidance 

When a death occurs to a close member within a school community there is usually a profound sense 

of sho

https://uktraumacouncil.org/resources/critical-incidents


http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_one.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_one.html
http://sabp.lgfl.org.uk/section_C2.html
http://sabp.lgfl.org.uk/section_C2.html
http://sabp.lgfl.org.uk/section_C2.html
http://sabp.lgfl.org.uk/section_C2.html
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/telling-a-child-that-someone-has-died
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/telling-a-child-that-someone-has-died
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/telling-a-child-that-someone-has-died
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/telling-a-child-that-someone-has-died
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/telling-a-child-that-someone-has-died
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/telling-a-child-that-someone-has-died
https://www.winstonswish.org/supporting-children-with-send/
https://www.winstonswish.org/supporting-children-with-send/
https://www.winstonswish.org/supporting-children-with-send/
https://www.winstonswish.org/supporting-children-with-send/
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_two.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_two.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_two.html
https://www.winstonswish.org/explain-suicide-to-children/#:~:text=%20So%2C%20our%20expert%20team%20at%20Winston%E2%80%99s%20Wish,child%20gets%20older%20and%20their%20understanding...%20More%20
https://www.winstonswish.org/explain-suicide-to-children/#:~:text=%20So%2C%20our%20expert%20team%20at%20Winston%E2%80%99s%20Wish,child%20gets%20older%20and%20their%20understanding...%20More%20
https://www.winstonswish.org/explain-suicide-to-children/#:~:text=%20So%2C%20our%20expert%20team%20at%20Winston%E2%80%99s%20Wish,child%20gets%20older%20and%20their%20understanding...%20More%20
https://www.winstonswish.org/explain-suicide-to-children/#:~:text=%20So%2C%20our%20expert%20team%20at%20Winston%E2%80%99s%20Wish,child%20gets%20older%20and%20their%20understanding...%20More%20
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/schools/step-step/step-step-resources/breaking-news/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/schools/step-step/step-step-resources/breaking-news/


https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/schools/step-step/step-step-resources/breaking-news/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/schools/step-step/step-step-resources/breaking-news/
https://www.cruse.org.uk/understanding-grief/managing-grief/what-to-say-when-someone-dies/#:~:text=I%20am%20so%20sorry%20for,much%20%E2%80%93%20they%20were%20so%20special.
https://www.cruse.org.uk/understanding-grief/managing-grief/what-to-say-when-someone-dies/#:~:text=I%20am%20so%20sorry%20for,much%20%E2%80%93%20they%20were%20so%20special.
/worcestershire-children-first-education-services/support-services/inclusion-support-services/educational-psychology
/worcestershire-children-first-education-services/support-services/inclusion-support-services/educational-psychology
/worcestershire-children-first-education-services/support-services/inclusion-support-services/educational-psychology
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_four.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_four.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_four.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/grieving-for-a-child-of-any-age
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/grieving-for-a-child-of-any-age
https://www.lullabytrust.org.uk/bereavement-support/
https://www.lullabytrust.org.uk/bereavement-support/
https://www.lullabytrust.org.uk/bereavement-support/
https://www.cruse.org.uk/understanding-grief/managing-grief/what-to-say-when-someone-dies/#:~:text=I%20am%20so%20sorry%20for,much%20%E2%80%93%20they%20were%20so%20special.
https://www.cruse.org.uk/understanding-grief/managing-grief/what-to-say-when-someone-dies/#:~:text=I%20am%20so%20sorry%20for,much%20%E2%80%93%20they%20were%20so%20special.
https://www.winstonswish.org/telling-a-child-someone-has-died/
https://www.winstonswish.org/telling-a-child-someone-has-died/
https://www.winstonswish.org/telling-a-child-someone-has-died/
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Videos for 
Parents/carers: 
Child Bereavement UK 
supporting a bereaved 
child video 
 
Child Bereavement UK 

https://www.childbereavementuk.org/supporting-bereaved-children-and-young-people
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/supporting-bereaved-children-and-young-people
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/supporting-bereaved-children-and-young-people
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/how-do-i-explain-a-funeral-to-a-young-child
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/how-do-i-explain-a-funeral-to-a-young-child
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/how-do-i-explain-a-funeral-to-a-young-child
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/should-i-be-worried-about-my-bereaved-teenager
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/should-i-be-worried-about-my-bereaved-teenager
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/should-i-be-worried-about-my-bereaved-teenager
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/should-i-be-worried-about-my-bereaved-teenager
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/supporting-bereaved-children-and-young-people?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwk8e1BhALEiwAc8MHiMK6UGBzw_5_XYOJDLHmtKrtQ7L7YP0gFLVtVcNxUtvOXTLc-rtHoBoC_74QAvD_BwE
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/supporting-bereaved-children-and-young-people?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwk8e1BhALEiwAc8MHiMK6UGBzw_5_XYOJDLHmtKrtQ7L7YP0gFLVtVcNxUtvOXTLc-rtHoBoC_74QAvD_BwE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFm-SXeJwl8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFm-SXeJwl8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFm-SXeJwl8
https://www.winstonswish.org/explain-suicide-to-children/#:~:text=%20So%2C%20our%20expert%20team%20at%20Winston%E2%80%99s%20Wish,child%20gets%20older%20and%20their%20understanding...%20More%20
https://www.winstonswish.org/explain-suicide-to-children/#:~:text=%20So%2C%20our%20expert%20team%20at%20Winston%E2%80%99s%20Wish,child%20gets%20older%20and%20their%20understanding...%20More%20
https://www.winstonswish.org/explain-suicide-to-children/#:~:text=%20So%2C%20our%20expert%20team%20at%20Winston%E2%80%99s%20Wish,child%20gets%20older%20and%20their%20understanding...%20More%20
https://www.hopeagain.org.uk/hope-again-about-us
https://www.hopeagain.org.uk/hope-again-about-us
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/young-people
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/young-people
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/young-people
https://www.cruse.org.uk/about-cruse/publications/recommended-books/books-for-children
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/pages/category/books-resources
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/pages/category/books-resources
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 Create a Suicide Prevention Action Group 

https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/schools/step-step/step-step-resources/memorials/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/schools/step-step/step-step-resources/memorials/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/schools/step-step/step-step-resources/memorials/
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Further information, guidance and support: 

WCF Educational Psychology Service: This service will provide free immediate psychological support 

to a setting following the death of a child or staff member.  If

mailto:edpsych@worcschildrenfirst.org.uk
https://uktraumacouncil.org/resources/critical-incidents
https://www.winstonswish.org/
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/
https://www.cruse.org.uk/
https://www.samaritans.org/
https://www.samaritans.org/
/bereaved-suicide-service
/bereaved-suicide-service
https://suicidebereavementuk.com/immediate-support-resources/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/schools/step-step/contact-step-step-team/
https://www.papyrus-uk.org/
https://www.papyrus-uk.org/
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Checklist for considerations in the event of the death of a staff 

member 

 

Area of support 
and guidance 

http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_one.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_one.html
https://www.cruse.org.uk/understanding-grief/managing-grief/what-to-say-when-someone-dies/#:~:text=I%20am%20so%20sorry%20for,much%20%E2%80%93%20they%20were%20so%20special.
https://www.cruse.org.uk/understanding-grief/managing-grief/what-to-say-when-someone-dies/#:~:text=I%20am%20so%20sorry%20for,much%20%E2%80%93%20they%20were%20so%20special.
https://www.cruse.org.uk/organisations/schools/coping-death-teacher/#:~:text=If%20you%27re%20the%20first,the%20end%20of%20the%20day.
https://www.cruse.org.uk/organisations/schools/coping-death-teacher/#:~:text=If%20you%27re%20the%20first,the%20end%20of%20the%20day.
https://www.cruse.org.uk/organisations/schools/coping-death-teacher/#:~:text=If%20you%27re%20the%20first,the%20end%20of%20the%20day.
http://sabp.lgfl.org.uk/section_C2.html
http://sabp.lgfl.org.uk/section_C2.html
http://sabp.lgfl.org.uk/section_C2.html
http://sabp.lgfl.org.uk/section_C2.html
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http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
http://bereavement.lgfl.org.uk/section_six.html
/worcestershire-children-first-education-services/support-services/inclusion-support-services/educational-psychology
/worcestershire-children-first-education-services/support-services/inclusion-support-services/educational-psychology
https://www.winstonswish.org/telling-a-child-someone-has-died/
https://www.winstonswish.org/telling-a-child-someone-has-died/
https://www.winstonswish.org/supporting-children-with-send/
https://www.winstonswish.org/supporting-children-with-send/
https://www.winstonswish.org/supporting-children-with-send/
/worcestershire-children-first-education-services/support-services/inclusion-support-services/educational-psychology
/worcestershire-children-first-education-services/support-services/inclusion-support-services/educational-psychology
/worcestershire-children-first-education-services/support-services/inclusion-support-services/educational-psychology
https://www.cruse.org.uk/understanding-grief/managing-grief/what-to-say-when-someone-dies/#:~:text=I%20am%20so%20sorry%20for,much%20%E2%80%93%20they%20were%20so%20special.
https://www.cruse.org.uk/understanding-grief/managing-grief/what-to-say-when-someone-dies/#:~:text=I%20am%20so%20sorry%20for,much%20%E2%80%93%20they%20were%20so%20special.
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expect from their child so that they are prepared 
and can offer support at home 

Guidance for parents to 
support them talking to 
children about death  

 
Videos for 
Parents/carers: a

a

https://www.winstonswish.org/telling-a-child-someone-has-died/
https://www.winstonswish.org/telling-a-child-someone-has-died/
https://www.winstonswish.org/telling-a-child-someone-has-died/
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/supporting-bereaved-children-and-young-people
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/supporting-bereaved-children-and-young-people
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/supporting-bereaved-children-and-young-people
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/how-do-i-explain-a-funeral-to-a-young-child
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/how-do-i-explain-a-funeral-to-a-young-child
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/how-do-i-explain-a-funeral-to-a-young-child
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/should-i-be-worried-about-my-bereaved-teenager
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/should-i-be-worried-about-my-bereaved-teenager
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/should-i-be-worried-about-my-bereaved-teenager
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/should-i-be-worried-about-my-bereaved-teenager
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/supporting-bereaved-children-and-young-people?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwk8e1BhALEiwAc8MHiMK6UGBzw_5_XYOJDLHmtKrtQ7L7YP0gFLVtVcNxUtvOXTLc-rtHoBoC_74QAvD_BwE
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/supporting-bereaved-children-and-young-people?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwk8e1BhALEiwAc8MHiMK6UGBzw_5_XYOJDLHmtKrtQ7L7YP0gFLVtVcNxUtvOXTLc-rtHoBoC_74QAvD_BwE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFm-SXeJwl8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFm-SXeJwl8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFm-SXeJwl8
https://www.winstonswish.org/explain-suicide-to-children/#:~:text=%20So%2C%20our%20expert%20team%20at%20Winston%E2%80%99s%20Wish,child%20gets%20older%20and%20their%20understanding...%20More%20
https://www.winstonswish.org/explain-suicide-to-children/#:~:text=%20So%2C%20our%20expert%20team%20at%20Winston%E2%80%99s%20Wish,child%20gets%20older%20and%20their%20understanding...%20More%20
https://www.winstonswish.org/explain-suicide-to-children/#:~:text=%20So%2C%20our%20expert%20team%20at%20Winston%E2%80%99s%20Wish,child%20gets%20older%20and%20their%20understanding...%20More%20
https://www.hopeagain.org.uk/hope-again-about-us
https://www.hopeagain.org.uk/hope-again-about-us
https://www.hopeagain.org.uk/hope-again-about-us
https://www.hopeagain.org.uk/hope-again-about-us
https://www.cruse.org.uk/about-cruse/publications/recommended-books/books-for-children
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/pages/category/books-resources
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/pages/category/books-resources
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Suspected suicide: 
postvention 

Undertake a circles of vulnerability exercise to 
identify those who may need specific support or be 
at additional risk. Liaise with outside organisations 
such as sport clubs/activity groups. Appendix A. 
 
The school may decide to maintain a register of 
suicide attempts and unexpected/more intense 
self-harm across the whole school population until 
at least the first anniversary of the death or the 
inquest whichever is the later. See Appendix C. 
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/bereaved-suicide-service
https://www.winstonswish.org/death-through-suicide/
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/sudden-death-including-accidents-suicide-and-homicide
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=d5102cad-ded8-4624-a73f-dda9e8a5acf0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5A1gCd8oy9c
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/resources-for-bereavement-by-sudden-death
https://uksobs.org/about/suicide-bereavement/supporting-the-bereaved/supporting-children-and-young-adults/
https://papyrus-uk.org/
https://supportaftersuicide.org.uk/
https://supportaftersuicide.org.uk/support-guides/help-is-at-hand/


https://www.winstonswish.org/death-through-homicide/
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/sudden-death-including-accidents-suicide-and-homicide
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=d644ab2e-e8fc-4685-84b0-53ba733c80ba
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This 





 

19 

 

Appendix B: Terms of Reference for a Suicide Postvention Action 

Group (SPAG) 

Terms of Reference 

 

Aim 

To prevent a further suicide, self-harm or a cluster of responses from developing. To minimise the 

longer term mental and emotional distress, and its impact, that arises from a suspected suicide.  

 

Objectives 

 To decide what action needs to be taken to minimise the chance of further injuries or deaths 

– particularly protecting vulnerable and impressionable individuals. 

 To oversee and co-ordinate the action needed to support young people impacted by a 

suspected suicide of a pupil. 

 To co-ordinate this response across agencies. 

 To escalate any concerns to Public Health on rts@worcestershire.gov.uk  (Real Time 

Surveillance) or telephone 01905 768053 and ask for the Suicide Prevention Team, Public 

Health.  

 

Membership 

 WCF Safeguarding lead (Chair) 

 Headteacher 

 School DSL(s) 

 Senior Mental Health Lead 

 Mental health support (WEST or Act on It worker) 

 Educational Psychologist 

 SUDIC Nurse 

 Bereaved by suicide service 

 CAMHS 

 School Nurse 

 Note taker 

 

Optional 

 WCF Comms 

 

If a possible cluster of self harm or attempted suicide is of concern as a result of using the tool in 

Appendix C, contact rts@worcestersire.gov.uk  and invite to the SPAG: 

 Primary Care rep e.g. GP  

 Public Health rep 

 

Frequency of meetings 

This will be dependent on the planned action and timescales. It is suggested meetings be initially 

more frequent but at least once a term and at least until after the first anniversary of the death or the 

inquest whichever is the later. 

 

 

mailto:rts@worcestershire.gov.uk
mailto:rts@worcestersire.gov.uk




https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/839621/PHE_Suicide_Cluster_Guide.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/12Lpc6VrUvyK4_2_q4Xy_exr10ZKMJ9pL/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=104614019244211991329&rtpof=true&sd=true

