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St Thomas More Catholic First 
School 

 

Admission Arrangements for the 
academic year 2025/2026 

 

 

St Thomas More Catholic First School is part of the Our Lady of the Magnificat MAC. The admissions 
authority for the school is the Board of Directors of the Our Lady of the Magnificat MAC who has 
responsibility for admissions to this school.  The Board of Directors has delegated responsibility for the 
administration of the admissions process to the Local Governing Body of St Thomas More Catholic First 
School.   

The admissions process for St Thomas More Catholic First School is part of the Worcestershire Local 
Authority co-ordinated admissions scheme.  To apply for a place at St Thomas More Catholic First School 
in the normal admissions round, an application must be made using the school admission application 
process of the local authority in which you live naming St Thomas More Catholic First School on the 
application form.  Applications need to be made by 15th January 2025.  A Supplementary Information Form 
(SIF) must also be completed and returned directly to the school by the same date (see Note 2). 
 
All applications which are submitted on time will be considered at the same time, after the closing date. 
 
You will be advised of the outcome of your application on 16th April 2025, or the next working day, by the 
local authority on behalf of the school. 
 
Please note that throughout this policy, the term parent means all natural parents, any person who is not 
a parent but has parental responsibility for a child and any person who has care of a child. 
 
The ethos of this school is Catholic.  The school was founded by the Catholic Church to provide education 
for children of Catholic families.  Whenever there are more applications than places available, priority will 
be given to Catholic children in accordance with the oversubscription criteria listed below.  The school is 
conducted by its Board of Directors as part of the Catholic Church in accordance with its Articles of 
Association and seeks at all times to be a witness to Our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
As a Catholic school, we aim to provide a Catholic education for all our pupils.  At a Catholic school, Catholic 
���}���š�Œ�]�v���� ���v���� �‰�Œ�����š�]������ �‰���Œ�u�����š���� ���À���Œ�Ç�� ���•�‰�����š�� �}�(�� �š�Z���� �•���Z�}�}�o�[�•�� �����š�]�À�]�š�Ç�X�� �� �/�š�� �]�•�� ���•�•���v�š�]���o�� �š�Z���š�� �š�Z���� �����š�Z�}�o�]����
���Z���Œ�����š���Œ���}�(���š�Z�����•���Z�}�}�o�[�•�������µ�����š�]�}�v������ fully supported by all families in the school.  We therefore hope that 
all parents will give their full, unreserved and positive support for the aims and ethos of the school.  This 
does not affect the right of an applicant who is not Catholic to apply for and be admitted to a place at the 
school in accordance with these admission arrangements. 
 
The Local Governing Body acts for the Board of Directors who is the admissions authority and has 
responsibility for admissions to this school.  The Local Governing Body has set its Published Admission 
�E�µ�u�����Œ�� �~�^�W���E�_�• at 45 pupils to be admitted to the Reception class in the school year which begins in 
September 2025. (See Note 1 below) 
 



Where there are more applications for places than the number of places available, places will be offered 
according to the following order of priority.  If there is oversubscription within a category, the Local 



For the purposes of this policy, a looked after child living with a family where at least one of the carers is 

Catholic will be considered as Catholic.  The carer must forward a copy of their own Catholic Baptismal or 

Reception certificate directly to the school in order for this priority to be given to the child as failure to do 

so will result in the looked after child being ranked as a non-Catholic. 

 
Note 3 
�����^�o�}�}�l���������(�š���Œ�����Z�]�o���_���Z���•���š�Z�����•���u�����u�����v�]�v�P�����•���]�v���•�����š�]�}�v���î�î�~�í�•���}�(���š�Z�������Z�]�o���Œ���v�������š���í�õ�ô�õ�U�����v�����u�����v�•�����v�Ç��
child who is (a) in the care of the local authority or (b) being provided with accommodation by them in the 
exercise of their social services functions (eg children with foster parents) at the time of making the 
application to the school.  �����^�‰�Œ���À�]�}�µ�•�o�Ç���o�}�}�l���������(�š���Œ�����Z�]�o���_���]�•���������Z�]�o�����Á�Z�}���Á���•���o�}�}�l���������(�š���Œ�U�����µ�š���������•�������š�}��
be so because he or she was adopted or became subject to a child arrangements order or special 
guardianship order and includes those children who appear (to the Local Governing Body) to have been in 
state care outside of England and ceased to be in state case as a result of being adopted. 
For the purposes of this policy, a looked after child living with a family where at least one of the carers is 
Catholic will be considered as Catholic.  The carer must forward a copy of their own Catholic Baptismal or 
Reception certificate directly to the school in order for this priority to be given to the child as failure to do 
so will result in the looked after child being ranked as a non-Catholic. 
 
Note 4 
For all applicants the definition of a brother or sister is: 



�x �K�Á�v���������Ç���š�Z�������Z�]�o���[�•���‰���Œ���v�š�~�•�• 
�x 





 
LATE APPLICATIONS 
�>���š���� ���‰�‰�o�]�����š�]�}�v�•�� �Á�]�o�o�� ������ �������o�š�� �Á�]�š�Z�� �]�v�� �������}�Œ�����v������ �Á�]�š�Z�� �š�Z���� �>�}�����o�� ���µ�š�Z�}�Œ�]�š�Ç�[�•�� ���}-ordinated admissions 
scheme.  This states that late applications received between 16th January 2025 and 28th February 2025 will 
be considered as being submitted on time only in the following circumstances: 

a) Where a family have just moved address. 
b) 



APPLICATIONS OTHER THAN THE NORMAL INTAKE TO RECEPTION CLASS (IN-YEAR ADMISSIONS) 
An application can be made for a place for a child at any time outside the normal admission round and the 
child will be admitted where there are places available.  Further information regarding instructions on how 
to apply for a place in the school at any �}�š�Z���Œ���š�]�u�����}�š�Z���Œ���š�Z���v���š�Z�����v�}�Œ�u���o���]�v�š���l�����]�•�����À���]�o�����o�����}�v���š�Z�����•���Z�}�}�o�[�•��
website at https://www.stthomasmorefirst.com/our-school/school-admissions.  
 
�^�š�� �d�Z�}�u���•�� �D�}�Œ���� �����š�Z�}�o�]���� �&�]�Œ�•�š�� �^���Z�}�}�o�� �]�•�� �‰���Œ�š�� �}�(�� �š�Z���� �o�}�����o�� ���µ�š�Z�}�Œ�]�š�Ç�[�•�� �]�v-year co-ordinated admissions 
scheme.  Therefore, in order to apply for a place at this school, an application must be submitted to the 
local authority who will then forward that application to the school for consideration by the Local Governing 
Body.  The school will inform the local authority of the outcome of the application who will then inform the 
parents on behalf of the school.  Applications can be submitted through the local authority via 
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schools-education-and-learning-contact/apply-school-place-0/apply-
school-place.  
 
If there are no places available, the child will be added to the waiting list (see above). 
 



APPENDIX 

�����&�/�E�/�d�/�K�E���K�&�������^�����W�d�/�^�����������d�,�K�>�/���_ 

�����^�����‰�š�]�•�����������š�Z�}�o�]���_���]�•���}�v�����Á�Z�}�W 

�x Has been baptised into full communion (Cf. 



Governors and Boards of Directors may request extra supporting evidence when the written documents 

that are produced do not clarify the fact that a person was baptised or received into the Catholic Church, 

(i.e. where the name and address of the Church is not on the certificate or where the name of the Church 

does not state whether it is a Catholic Church or not.) 

For the purposes of this policy, a looked after child (see Note 3) living with a family where at least one of 

the parents/carers is Catholic will be considered as Catholic. 
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Supplementary Information Form 
The ethos of this school is Catholic.  The school was founded by the Catholic Church to provide education for children 



1 
 

In compliance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and the Data Protection Act 2018, 
we wish to ensure that you are aware of the purpose for which we collect and process the data we 
have asked for on this form. 

 
1. We are St Thomas More Catholic First School at Woodrow Centre, Studley Road, Redditch B98 

7RY 
 

2. �����]�v�P�����������š�Z�}�o�]���������µ�����š�]�}�v���‰�Œ�}�À�]�����Œ�U���Á�����Á�}�Œ�l�����o�}�•���o�Ç���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�����^���Z�}�}�o�[�•�����]�}�����•���v�����µ�š�Z�}�Œ�]�š�Ç�U���š�Z����



2 
 

 
�^�]�P�v�������Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�������������������������š���Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y 
 
�W�Œ�]�v�š���E���u�����Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�Y�X 
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